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   Join WFSI alumni and their families for a special 
celebration commemorating WFSI’s 40th year on 
August 2nd.  The party will be held at the Northern 
Shelter Area of Highbanks Metropark.  Current 
WFSI leaders will prepare and serve that perennial 
WFSI favorite “taco crud”, watermelon, lemonade, 
and anniversary cake.   There will be  a variety of 
fun activities for everyone, including  a playground, 
volleyball, tetherball, horseshoes, bocce, croquet, 
and corn hole.  The scenic hiking trails at the park 
will also be available.   A continuous slide show of 

photos submitted by WFSI alumni 
will be shown, so send in your favor-
ite trip photos to us now!  Here is an 
overview of the scheduled events: 

9:00 A.M.—Area open 

1:00 P.M.—Lunch served 

3:00 P.M.—Guest Speaker 

9:00 P.M.—Area closes 

   To register for the celebration, ei-
ther fill out the Registration Form 
enclosed with this newsletter (yellow)  
and return it to: 

WFSI 40th Anniversary 

Brian Luthy, TWHS 

300 West Granville Rd.  

Worthington, OH 43085 

Enclose  a check for $5 per person, or 
send Brian an email at: 

bluthy@worthington.k12.oh.us 

Please pre-register so we prepare 
plenty of food for everyone! 

   Steve Griffith was a 1983 
graduate of Worthington 
High School. He ran cross 
country under the guidance 
of coaches Gary Smith and 
Wayne Harvey. He was 
proud to have participated 
with the Worthington Field 
Studies summer trip. In fact, 

he was so impressed with his 
experience with WFSI that 
he encouraged his brother 
Tom, a 1990 Worthington 
graduate, to participate as 
well. 

   Steve worked summers 
and breaks during college for 
the Worthington Parks and 

Recreation Department. Af-
ter Steve graduated from 
high school, he went on to 
study Graphic Design at 
Bowling Green State Univer-
sity where he met his fiancée 
Susan (Walters) Hisch. Steve 
became employed by Good 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Out with the old and in with the new!  
The old chuck wagon originally de-
signed and built on a homemade trailer 
frame has been donated to the Simon 
Kenton Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America.  Various scouting troops from 
the Central Ohio area will be able to 
reserve the chuck wagon to take on 
their camping trips.  The chuck wagon 
will be stored at Camp Lazarus and 
used in variety of other ways by the 
camp as well. 

   The new WFSI cook trailer has truly 
been a group effort in planning, pur-
chasing, and constructing.  The trailer 
is a 2008 Well Cargo “Road Force” 
6x6x12-foot trailer, with a variety of 
metal shelving inside.  The bottom of 
each side of the shelving holds 3  150- 
quart Rubbermaid picnic coolers that 
are rated to keep ice frozen for 7 1/2 
days in 90 degree heat.  The shelves 
will hold 30 66-quart Sterilite contain-
ers that will hold food as well as cook-
ing equipment— cookware and utensils, 
plates and cups, bowls, pots and pans, 
griddles, and cleaning supplies.  The 
grills consist of 2 Camp Chef Expedi-
tion grills with 3 30,000 BTU burners 
each, attached to the propane tanks 
with a 15-foot quick disconnect hose. 

   The cook trailer will also hold four 6-
foot folding tables that can be quickly 

set up in a roadside rest area for a 
quick breakfast or lunch stop.  On rainy 

days, the 10x15-foot Northern Shelter 
tent can be quickly assembled over the 
cooking area.  We are greatly anticipat-
ing using the new cook trailer on this 
summer’s trip.  It will be very nice to 
learn how to use such a nice and new 
appliance! 

   The new cook trailer will be on dis-
play at the 40th Anniversary Celebra-
tion on August 2nd at the Northern 
Shelter Area of Highbanks Metropark.  
See the related article on the cover of 
this newsletter for more information on 
this fun family event later this summer! 

to current Thomas Worthington High 
School students Shannon Perry and 
Chris Hrinca at the pre-trip meeting for 
students in late May.  Both of these 
students will benefit greatly  from 
scholarship they have received as they 
have the “experience of a lifetime” with 
WFSI this summer!   

   Thank you to all donors to the Steven 
Griffith Memorial Scholarship, whose 
names are printed on page 6 of this 
newsletter, as well as Steve’s family for 
your tremendous generosity in memory 
of Steve Griffith.  It is truly a pleasure 
and an honor for WFSI to remember 
Steve in this way that benefits others. 

Display in Toledo prior to earning his 
college degree. 

   Sadly, Steve was killed in a car acci-
dent on February 19, 1988. This year 
marks the 20 year anniversary of his 
death. 

   In honor of his memory, Steve's fam-
ily and WFSI have accepted contribu-
tions to establish a memorial scholar-
ship fund.  Two students on this sum-
mer’s trip have received $1200 in 
Steve’s memory. 

   Steve’s family was proud to award 
scholarships for the summer 2008 trip 

(Continued from page 1) 

���������	

	������������	�� (����	�#���
��
�
����������) �

toward their summer trip by selling the 
flowers.   

   If you are interested in purchasing 
flowers through WFSI’s fund-raising 
event next spring, please check the 
WFSI website in February 2009 for 
ordering information.  All flowers pur-
chased from the web site in Spring 2009 
will assist students in paying for their 
summer trip expenses. 

   The annual spring flower sale was 
another success, providing financial 
assistance to four students with paying 
for their WFSI summer trip expenses.  
These students sold a variety of flow-
ers , herbs, ferns, and hanging baskets 
that were delivered in mid-May .  The 
high-quality flowers were once again 
purchased from the Foertmyer Green-
house in Delaware County.  The four 
students earned as much as $150 each 
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   The Spring Break Trip to the U. S. 
Virgin Islands was a great success as 
15 students joined 4 WFSI trip leaders  
for an 8-day adventure on the beach!  
Although early sunburns provided a 
challenge, students were able to con-
duct a number of experiments on the 
beaches and share their findings at 
evening meetings.  Students studied 
the texture and density of beach sands, 
feeding habits of pelicans, the effective-
ness of various sunscreen using UV 
beads, and the density of microorgan-
isms at various water depths.  The data 
presentations showed that students 
displayed excellent analytical and 
thinking skills.  For example, students 

reasoned that older beaches often has  
sands with finer textures due to a 
longer period of abrasion. 

   Students will remember fondly the 
sunrise hike to a high point overlooking 
the ocean where slaves once jumped 

into the sea to avoid a return to slavery 
and the long hike from Cinnamon  Bay 
across the island to the Caribbean Sea, 
where Laurens Kat, an exchange stu-
dent from Amsterdam, wore his  argyle 
sweater vest!  Students also explored 
Trunk Bay, Cinnamon Bay, Water-
lemon Key, and Francis Bay.  Four stu-
dents also participated in 2 SCUBA 
dives during the trip, while everyone 
enjoyed the snorkeling at Waterlemon 
Key—seeing over a half-dozen types of 
corals, numerous species of  reef fish, a 
sea turtle, and a barracuda.  Exploring 
the tidal pools with a park ranger was 
also interesting as students encoun-

(Continued on page 5) 
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ing Badlands NP, Wind Cave NP, Jewel 
Cave NM, Cody, and Dinosaur NM.  
The trip returns on July 19th. 

· A second three-day backpack and 
gold mining in the Collegiate 
Range of Colorado. 

· A full day of rock climbing in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. 

· A hike to the summit of Long’s 
Peak in Rocky Mountain National 
Park. 

Twenty-four students will join seven 
WFSI leaders for a 32-day trip begin-
ning on June 18th.  Students will be 
visiting other familiar locations includ-

As WFSI leaders prepare for this sum-
mer’s trip, we are excited at the pros-
pect of leading students on a variety of 
activities new for WFSI.  Although the 
itinerary includes many familiar loca-
tions, the new activities will include: 

· A horseback ride in the Yellow-
stone backcountry. 

· An overnight rafting trip on the 
Snake River. 

· A three-day backpack in the Grand 
Tetons. 
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Metal shelving and large coolers inside 
cook trailer (left); Dave Weaner assem-
bling support struts (above). 

David Quart cutting support struts to 
prevent shelves from tipping over into 
the cook trailer aisle (below). 



   V. J. Pomante was a graduate of Wes-
terville South High School and a stu-
dent on the WFSI summer trip who 
tragically lost his life while serving in 
the U. S. Army in Iraq.  Last summer 
marked the initial awarding of the V. J. 
Pomante Memorial Scholarship.  The 
first recipient, Tyler Eaton, greatly en-
joyed last summer’s trip.  Tyler is cur-
rently a student at Westerville South 
who is active in crew, another outdoor 
activity that V. J. enjoyed as well.  This 
summer, the scholarship recipient is  
also a current Westerville South stu-
dent, Alicia Nash.  Alicia is greatly an-
ticipating an adventurous summer trip!   

   The V. J. Pomante Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund is supported entirely through 
donations from WFSI alumni and 
friends of the program.  The fund cur-
rently has a balance that will enable 
WFSI to once again offer a partial 
scholarship to Westerville South stu-
dents for the summer 2009 trip.  If you 
would like to make a contribution to the 
fund, please complete the Donation 
Form included with this newsletter and 
return it to WFSI.  Thank you very 
much for your continued and generous 
support of  WFSI’s V. J. Pomante Me-
morial Scholarship Fund. 

Here is a science activity that is fun for all ages.  It ’s a simple and fun way to make ice cream.  We have done this activity on the 
beach with students on the Spring Break Trip in the U. S . Virgin Islands.  But don’t let the delicious product  fool you; there’s a 
lot of science involved!  The Science: Many solids have a crystalline structure and the texture of the solid is dependent on the 
size of the crystals making it up.  Small crystals ma ke a softer, smoother ice cream.  In this experiment you will regulate the 
crystal size by the amount you knead the ice cream mixtur e.  A ONE MOLAL sugar solution will LOWER the freezing poi nt of 
water by 1.86 oC.  In addition to sugar, the ice cream mixture contains milk and vanilla flavoring.  You will make an ice cream 
freezer using a salt mixture, which also has an effect on  freezing point.  

1. Obtain a quart size Ziploc freezer bag.  Into the ba g add: ½ cup half and half, 1 teaspoon vanilla (tsp),  and 1 tablespoon 
sugar (TBL) 

2. Squeeze all the air out of the bag (without getting mi lk all over yourself!) and seal them (“zip” them) 

3. Check to make sure the bag is COMPLETELY zipped.   Check again. 

4. Obtain a 1-gallon Ziploc freezer bag and add 8-12 ice cubes and 1/3 cup salt to the bag. 

5. Put the smaller bag filled with milk solution into the  larger.  Seal the large bag completely and carefully. 

6. Knead the bags for 5-8 minutes. 

7. Continue kneading until the milk mixture has the cons istency of ice cream.  . 

8. Open the large bag and carefully measure and recor d the stabilized temperature of the ice/water/NaCl solu tion. 

9. Dispose of the ice/water/NaCl solution in the back sink and the large bag in the trash. 

10. Open the small bag, being careful not to let any of the NaCl solution into the bag.  Use a spoon to scoop out the  ice cream 
and enjoy! 

Make your favorite type of ice cream by adding flavorin g like chocolate syrup or other  

goodies (like crushed cookies) as these students did with  Brian Geniusz on the Spring Break 2008 trip! 
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met a local basket weaver, who shared 
several jokes and stories about the is-
land with the students, adding to the 
group’s feel for “local flavor.”   

   The trip food was once again great, 
with all of the meals being appreciated, 

tered conch, sea cucumbers, and even 
found a rare and dangerous bristle 
worm, and brittle stars.  At the Anna-
berg sugar plantation ruins, students 

(Continued from page 3) but this year’s favorite was “spaghetti 
night”.  Baking brownies in a home-
made solar cooker on the beach will be 
a recipe that everyone anticipates again 
next year! 

   Thank you for another fantastic trip! 
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Francis & Lillian Webb 

Ron Pilatowski 

Gene & Cleone Kirkham 

William & Elizabeth Hunt 

Tom & Mary Beth  Ludt 

Connie Murphy 

Sally Cunningham 

Jean & John Bloxsome 

Wayne Harvey 

The Mallett Family 

Coy & Myrna Fay Allen 

Erik Larson 

James L. & Sherry S. Griffith 

 

WFSI Scholarship Fund:  

Doug, Lynn & Ryan Lepper 

Edna Helen Berry 

Elizabeth Walters 

Tyler Eaton & Family 

Ron Pilatowski 

 

WFSI Bus Fund:  

Thomas P. Eckhart 

Glenn & Debbie Gardner 

Kim Giaccardo 

 

WFSI General Fund:  

Doug, Lynn & Ryan Lepper 

Susan Goorey Petrak 

Marianne Minichello 

Steve McPhee 

Duane Brant 

Pat Barron 

Jane Owens Key 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Geniusz 

Tom Filbert 

Darcy Burdette 

Roger Pinnicks 

Jim Bolinger 

Kate Fuller 

Ron, Cindi & Cori Erb 

Daniel P. Saliaris 
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Thank you all very much for 
your donations to WFSI.  Your 
generous support makes it pos-
sible for WFSI to continue to 
offer the tremendous opportuni-
ties to today’s students that you  
experienced!  Listed below are 
all of the donations received by 
WFSI since the Fall 2007 
Newsletter was published. 

 

V. J. Pomante Memorial 
Scholarship Fund:  

The Livingston Family 

The Hedden Family 

Mike, Leslie & Katie Dick 

Kara Russelo & Orbit Design 
Works 

The Waleko Family 

 

Steven Griffith Memorial 
Scholarship Fund:  

Paul T. Lockwood 

Frank J. Cordy 
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David, LouAnn & Julie Doub 

Joe & Bonnie Reilly 

Jeff Will 

Walter & Jake Beever 

Tracie Eisenman 

Tammy Berry 

Andrew Vance 

Ryan & Aaron Paplaczyk 

Jennifer Best 

Jody Graham Dzuranin 

Melody Young 

Doug Heym 

Sean Hart 

Olwen Firestone 

Brian & Tiffany Luthy 

 


